NIV Y ORK ARV R PR ..

Declassified i - iti "
sified in Part - Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2014/04/28 : CIA-RDP74-00297R001600010104-2

STAT

- But the counter-gw S
HO'!U leh S’lould poscd s this: If & ‘:najor foreign policy
- . 9 ?ut:tit:«x\—-care Mry;n:p:'itg irin m::;r.:t of t;:;
' ~~{us T re »
The P Ubllc Know. should it be undertaken st sil?

And s corollary question being asked

By David Wise is how {ar down tlhn‘ r&m s democracy
erald ouss can go in emulsting tas Aactics
H ] gmm‘ H ) enemies before it wakes up one morning

and {lnds it is no longer very different
. WASHINGTON, from its foe? .
nig L ]
'INCubm m;: rw'}hn: :,tgloc';e of"t‘l;: President Kennedy has hi;nlelﬂ» helped
{mplications are beginning to be  to focus attention on. some of those
debated here, The shape of the debate larger questions by his speech to the
i stil fuzzy and its tons has been publishers in New vork, urging that
muted by the bipartisan instinct to join news be judged against the yardstick of
together In a time of national trouble. . whether it is in the “pational interest
+ Nevertheless, the lines of the discus- before it is printed.
sion. if blurred, sll gecm to point to this - The implication is that newspapers .
central question: should not have run any stories about
q§ To what extent is the democratis _rebel training camps in advance of the
process weakened when the United 3mvulon. Actually, only a handful of
States government—as in the case of the i such stories appeared. in widely scat-
Cuban invasion—organizes & major-{for- .tercd publications, The invasion, and
elgn policy opcration without giving the - United States involvement in it, came
public advance notice and opportunity - as & surprise to the vast majority of the
to debate the issues? American public, despite the trickle of
Since the invasion of Cuba by . gtorles hinting at rebel preparations.
rebels armed. trained and supparted by The question now being asked by
‘ the United States Central lnteliigence -members of the Washington press corps
Agency carried with it the risk of involy- ~ 18 whether it would have been in the
ing this country in a small, or larger, broader “national interest had the
war, the question s not an idle, nor a Rress really uncovered and told to tha
theoretical one. nation the story of the preparation for
Under the Amerlean system of gove the invasion. :
ernment, the electorate can voice i& Once the Invasion was launched,
approval or disapproval of the Admm_;‘Washlngton imposed a tight news black~"
istration once every four years. It cane’ out-on its progress. Asa result, reportars
not be expected, nor would it be desir- had to rely on the wild claims of revel . .
able, that every move of s President press agents for information. The size NS

be disclosed and debated in advanoe of the invaston force was greatly exag-. -
publicly. gerated, and In turn this made the -
. . . defeat, when it came, scem even greater

Neverthelees, the right of the electo- than it Wal.
rate to make its will felt on major policy Not until Thursday afternoon, when oM.
tssuss at least once in four y¢ars was -most of the men on the beachhead at .\-'
almost meaningless in the case of the Cochinas were already captured or dead,
Cuban paramilitary operation. did the Kennedy administration begin ..
The Cuban invasion was conceived by to call in newsmen for bnqkzmund o
thg Eisenhower administration and exe- sessions—end these were confusing, con-
cuted by the Kennedy sdministration.. flicting and 1r3com121ete.‘
A great natfonal election intervened *
. while all this was going on—but how One hundred ana eighty-{ive years
_many who voted on Nov. 8 anticipated ago the men who signed the Declaration

the invasion that place five months  ©f Independence explained that “to .
Tater? : took P hs secure these cights, governments are \{r

True, Cudé* became & major tssue in jrstituted amang men, deriving t.heir_'\ ;
, the Presidea¥al election campatgn, but Just powers from the consent of the .\l
the debate Jritween Mr. Kennedy snd @ governed.” Puhaps the rebel ’usnult.
the then Vice-President Nixon rings - would have had the overwhelming ad- \
suspiciously’ hollow—on both sideg—in , Vance supporl, 61 the American people—
e light of recent events. The assump- ~ had they \ovean About it. As 1t s, the .0 \\
tion can téftnade that hoth men xnew Invasion of 4uba by forces organized RN
more abofi'what was going on in the by the Uniyg, States goveroment was <ty N\
swamps -‘!}nand;_ Loulsiana sné Gua- = sméat 'Xff'r.,g;hnout the consent of the
temals ¥y, they toid the American 80V°TB. <4 . '
_pudlie matm n'ce,n. debate over Cuba | Aue el vhat lles at the hesrt
last fall,!" ! ‘of rar o -,h(“\'now being heard (o
Obviowtrjuin & worid th which the Wachlzaoa 3 ‘

jron Comiswakt dictatorship based In .
Moscow WM &5l play by the rules, there
are incrgiiig pressures upon Wash-
ington ”ifs

iRt dirty, with cloak, dagger
and eva!‘ g\u weapoz st tts cortmand.
I
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